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Picture a struggling writer n
your head. Draw a picture of
that struggling writer. Use
symbols and words to represent
the challenges he or she faces.




The Write Fix:
An Intervention for
Writi

ng
P
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Beth Burke, NB(T
Anne Arundel County, Maryland
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2 Why do we need a writing intervention’

* Numerous research-based interventions available for
reading but few (if any) for writing

* Support needed for students who are proficient in
reading but struggle in writing

* (apitalize on the reciprocal nature of reading and
writing

* Higher writing expectations due to CCS$
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7 Research Base

Writing to Read Informing Writing
WRITINGNEXT e e

School
Reform
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A
C\nfrltmg today is not

W a frill for the few,
but an essential
skill for the many.

—The National Commission on
Writing for America’s Families,
Schools, and Colleges

baburke@aacrc.net
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{oU WANT ME
TO READ MY ES5AY
IN FRONT OF THE
CLASS ? YES,

MAAM...

“WHAT I DID THIS SUMMER..,
I WENT TO CAMP, AND I
PLAYED BALL.........THEEND"
N—

I LOVE SCHOOL ...IT'S SUCH
A SATISFYING EXPERIENCE !
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10. Draw, then
write to stimulate |
the creative right
side of the brain.




9. Exphatly connect writing to
the real world.




“DEAR SIR ,WE
ARE RETURNING
YOUR LATEST
MANUSCRIPT..”

“IT DOES NOT SEEM TO BE UP
TO YOUR PREVIOUS EFFORTS ”

———

THUS ENDETH THE
WRITING CAREER ...

e o = .
S
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8. Don't all over their papers. Require a

set number of changes, then enlist an “assistant.”

baburke@aacrc.net
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1. Share
examples of

good writing.
S 0

N
1
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0. Break 1t down into manageable chunks.




5. Tap Into technology: typing, Voice
recogmtlon or apps.




4. Find fun tools: gel pens, scented markers, \'

\ scrapbook paper, etc

\%. N
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3. Capitalize on collaboration. o

baburke@aacrc.net 16
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). Topics
matter.
Offer choices

of subjects
that Interest
them.




(TS FOR YOu,

SNOOPY...DO YOV

WANT ME TO
READ IT?

&
k thlh@hw [ \'(/2,(,,«

DEAR SIR, WE ARE PLEASED TO
INFORM YOU THAT YOUR STORY
HAS BEEN ACCEPTED FOR PUBLICATION.

EICLOSED 15 OUR CHECK FOR $50.00"

7-t3

“IF YOU WOULD CARE TO SUBMIT
OTHER STORIES, WE WOULD BE
| VERY HAPPY TO SEE THEM.”

J/

]

o

It was a dark
and stormy night.

Sz

. Celebrate success!

baburke@aacrc.net
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Lessons for @Qﬁ\

Reluctant and
Struggling Writers




" Write Fix Student Profil

* Teacher concerns about classroom progress In
writing

* Reading performance not significantly below
grade level expectations

* “Bubble” student on standardized tests (not
Basic)
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2 What needs did teachers identify’

* Spelling!

* Editing and grammar

* Staying on topic

* Answering a prompt or question

* Completing tasks in time limits




=
7

<~ Wite Fix Lesson Format
w::';i':;’y - 5 minutes
Reading Like an Author 5-10 minutes

Guided Writing 15-25 minutes

Student Sharing 5 minutes
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<~ The Gradual Release of Responsibilty

To Students With Students By Students

Student Responsibility

Teacher Modeling Guided/Collaborative Practice Independent Practice
“1D0” “WE DO” “YOU DO”

baburke@aacrc.net 23
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< Spelling

* Focus on word families and commonly
misspelled words

* Write on whiteboard to integrate large motor
sklls

* Say, stretch, & write words =

e Write words 5 times fast
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.~ Reading Like an Author

* Explicitly connect the dots between reading and
writing

* Emphasize author’s craft in read-alouds
—What did the author do to hook your attention?
—How did the author organize the text?

—What words and/or phrases caught your interest?

* (lose reading of texts for emulating or research

baburke@aacrc.net




" Nodeled and Guided Writing

* You have to write too!
* Use a think-aloud to show writer’s angst
* Model and guide in small chunks

* Step in and provide support as needed

* Wnte for speafic goals:
— Extended Writing Pieces
—On Demand Writing

— Text Dependent Questions

baburke@aacrc.net
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< Sharing

e Make time for students to discuss their
writing every day

* Model how to provide positive feedback as

well as make suggestions
y v
4 ) s /5

N~
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~ Teaching Narrative Writing

Text

Mentor

Dog

baburke@aacrc.net
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Fantasy Narrative Unit at a Glance

Read Aloud/Mentor Text:
Wednesday Is Spaghetti Day

DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3 DAY 4 DAY 5

Editing MINI-LESSON: Ra : 1 On Demand

Capitalization and Prompt*:

Punctuation 2 )
Read Aloud the mentor I thestory. Katrina hae 2

Modeled & Guided - the family goes out. Write a

Writing: text or a portion each day sty about what they did

Read prompt (p. 9) and Rd after the family came home.

brainstorm ideas for writing | moderegTTTgE i o e A

about a pet’s day alone. Guide students to tell stories to begin draft “Writing to Source

to partners and b gin
prewriting using
organizer.

= Model using Think-Aloud in
e . small chl:mks
Eifing MINI-LESSON: - [ Revision Mifly ll g T<T g e [ W] To [y { U o [T a ] AN =F=[a g Mo )Y

Dialegue Show, Don't T

Shcling: Favorite part of
Wednasday is Spaghetti Day

Modeled & Guided | Final Copies:
Writing: Before lesson—type final copies

Maodel and guide editing. for students.
Require a specific number of Students illustrate and share

edits (e.g. make sure you their stories.
have 8 periods at the ends of
sentences)

Sharing: Read stories to | Sharing: Read their

partners for peer feedback Extended Writing stories to
partners

Modeled & Guided
Wik

§ Each day = 30-45 minutes

Modeled & Guided [ Modeled & Guided

Sharing: two lines of
dialogue from their stories

Sharing: A descriptive
sentence or paragraph

Shr.lring: The ending of
thair stories

baburke@aacrc.net 29




On Demand Writing Prompt
You have read Wednesday Is Spaghetti Day. In the story, Katrina has a party with
her friends after the family goes out. Write a story about what they did after the
family came home. In your story, use details such as characters and events to
show you understand the story Wednesday is Spaghetti Day.

On Demand Writing Rubric
To achieve a 3, my story included:

O A beginning, a middle, and an end
O Characters from Wednesday Is Spaghetti Day

O A believable, imaginative extension of the story

V

baburke@aacrc.net 30
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" Minilessons

Every other day—switch between editing and revising

Editing Mini-Lessons
(3-5 minutes)

* Focus on one or more editing
skill(s)}—capitalization,
punctuation, grammar, usage,
spelling

* Have pairs or group quickly edit

* DO NOT have students recopy
sentences

e Debrief or discuss

Revising Mini-Lessons
(5-8 minutes)
dentify & explain concept/skill

Show non-example (weak writing
sample)

Show example (revised writing
sample)

Model and guide in applying
skill

Debrief or discuss

baburke@aacrc.net
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<~ Revision Mini Lesson: Sensory Detas

Good writers include vivid words that appeal to the
senses: sights, sounds, smells, feelings, and tastes.

WEAK WRITING EXAMPLE
You walk into the playroom. There are lots of toys on the floor.

REVISED WRITING EXAMPLE

As you step into the playroom, you notice that the entire
floor is covered with Legos. You take a deep breath and
realize that it smells like baby powder. There is a tall
bookcase filled from floor to ceiling with board games like
Clue and Monopoly. You move into the room and step on a
Lego... "Ouch!" you exclaim as you roll your eyes.

baburke@aacrc.net 32
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<~ Teaching Informative/Explanatory Writing

The World's Wilciant:

| —~HOLLER
~COASTERS

-




Unit at a Glance: Roller Coasters

Mentor and Resource Texts:
o Thrill Rides! All About Roller Coasters by |eff Savage (Mondo, 2007}

»  Using Force and Mation by Glen Phelan (MNational Geographic, 2004} CIOSEIy read
o Thrill Rides: Top [0 Roller Coasters in America (Meredith, 2007) Several texts to

Fiting ML e find specific

Weideg: * ) information to

weacketed | BEGIN with an @& strengthen
On Demand writing

Sharing: fact you know Lwriting prompt anng: wOrite fact you aring: two sentences you

On Demand Writing
Modeled and Guided e Simeonliz

about roller coasters learned about roller coasters J changed to have different
beginnings

DAY 7 DAY 8 DAY ¢

Revision ML: Editing ML Revision ML: Editing ML Revision:
Sentence Composing— Paraphrasing Conclusion
Combining

Continue modeling and
guiding students in reading
Roller Coaster book(s)
closely, recording specific
information on Writing to
Source sheet

Sharing: sentences you
combined to make more
interesting

Modeled and Guided
W riting:

Revize draft using detaily@
gleaned from reading

Modeled and Guided Modeled and Guided
W riting: W riting:

Continue modeling and
guiding students in reading
Roller Coaster book(s)
closely, recording specific
information on Writing to
Source sheet

Sharing: interesting word
choices

Don’t forget some
time for sharing!

Sharing: a section you
paraphrased from one g
SOUrces

baburke@aacrc.net 34
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7 Teaching Opinion Writing

Highly
motivating

topic that
students
have an
opinion

about




Unit at a Glance: Recess Rocks

Head Aloud /Mentor/Research | exts:

Yay for Recess!
Recess: Is It Necessary for the 21" Centu ry? CIOS e'.y rea d

Who Killed Recess? The Movement to Resuscitate Recess several articles to

DAY 1 DAY 2

Editing ML: Revision ML: Revising ML: 1 i1fi
C:phliz!;tion Writing a Hook or Lead anerﬁ.l:,.{g:uminchg prov' de Spec lfl c

Sentence Reazons

reasons and

Maodeling: Modeled and Guided Modeled and Guided
Intreduce prompt and W riting: Y riting:
discuss. Model and guide students to S u p po rt fo r iend
Close Reading of article(s) create a T-chart with “Pros” ki ject
using note-taking sheet and “cons” for having recess.

opinion

paragraph of letter.

as they create their cwn
prewriting.

sure

valid and
specific reasons to support

your argument.
Sharing: Read On-Demand

stories to partners

i Share the \Write Fix il

Rubric with v Editing Y ? Mini-La-view
= students before R T
Modeled uided Modeled and Guided Final Copies:

i they write and have N Mo PN Mot
them self assess

Sharing: strongest support

Revisi

equire 3 revising drafts—require
specific number of edits

ding of their | Sharing: Read writing to Sharing: Read Extended

partners for peer feedback Writing to partners

guiding st

Sharing: §

their writing

baburke@aacrc.net 36
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The Write Fix: Opiniss

Opimon Wiiing Rabr
(3 ——Euralant
il —Nary pood
Text e
Type: ORI | @ bloods Much improvameant
- Ideas DDEDDE
! # Pressnts 2 focused, dear opinion
z #  [Incledes strong supporting ressors and detils
® T T
i = Logically organized
- = Beminning smtes opinion and catches the readers’ amention
s z * Appropriate tansions
— = Closing resttes opinion and calls reader to act
Sentence Fluency EHDDESE
i = Sentences flow topether smoothly
z *  Sencences begin in different ways
* Sentences vary in length and gpe
Woice SDDDE
# Engages readers with 2 strong opinion and a personal tone
E * Appropriate use of tone for the purpose and sk
3 Reflects the writer's style
L] ¥yriting style connects with the reader and kesps the reader's
= AENGon
‘Word Choice DDEDDE
= Well-chosen, parsuasies words
# Precise content woecabulary words
Deqailed descriptions
Conventions SDDDE
E = |5 free or almost free from capitalization or punctuation
E 'E =ITors
= Spells common words correctdy and less common words
E phonegically
* Correct grammar and sentence structune
Fresentation DEREDE
=  Visually appealing
+  Appropriate form
®  Meatly pressneed
=  Text features that enhance content
TOTAL 35

baburke@aacrc.net
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& ,’f'/ e cannot teach
% ~writing well unless we
trust that thereis a
real, human
reason to write.

Lucy Calkins, 1994
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_~ Pika Path
e The Museum Adventure Unit

* Modeled after “Choose Your Own Adventure”
series and lesson on ReadWniteThink.org

* Incorporates narrative text structure with
Informative details

* Infuses writing to source




@ 7 > Pick a Path:

The Museum Adventure Unit

* Group creates collaborative, interactive story

* Students work In pairs to research a story
based in an exhibit in a museum

* Each section includes specific, content related
details, an imaginative storyllne
and multiple endings 3




THE ?
WRITE /
FIX /
STUDENTES
SAMPLES
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You walk into a dark room and you here waterdripping likea
sewer. All ofthe sudden a light comes on and you see a huge Megalodon
hanging from the ceiling then you see 3 piranha’s on each side of the
Megalodon.

Then you see 5 doors and you walk into all of them the first one has
t-rexes everywhere. The second room has a bunch of cave men that are
running around then you see one running after you. You run out the
doorand gotothe next doorthat has da poopand it has fossil poop.

Then you go in to the mammoth room with a huge mammoth in it
and it starts chasing you out of the room. So you run into the next room
and there is a button and you push it and everything goes silent. You all
of the sudden here a fossil scream and you walk out of the room and see
a huge Megalodon coming after you with 6 piranhas.

Then you run into the cave with water it'slike a maze. Youdon't
know what's going to happen. As you go fartherin the room you see all
the rooms so you get scared and you ask yourselfdid I walkin circles. As
you look around you feel something breathe on your neck you turn
around and you smell nasty breath. You see itsteethand it's prettybigso
you run as you run you see it'sthe megalodon. 5o yourun into the trex

room and all of the trexes were sleeping.

You tryto walk out slowly and not breath but the megalodon runs
through the doorand wakes up all ofthe trexes so you run into the cave.
The cave looksreally different and you see a little hole...

baburke@aacrc.net
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= Maryland School Assessment
G
7 Grades 4 and §
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= Maryland School Assessment & Stanford—
G
7 Ergdei

Converted to
Percentiles
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" Wite Fix Benefits

After the program, Write Fix Students:

* Wrote much more willingly

* Were excited about their writing

* Improved spelling on tests and within writing contexts

* Demonstrated a greater understanding of the writing
rocess and strategies

* Established a clearer focus in their writing

baburke@aacrc.net
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.~ Implementing Write Fix

* Begin with an On Demand narrative writing
sample.

* Survey students to determine their interests.

e Select one or two units for short term
Intervention.

* Wnite with your students!

baburke@aacrc.net






