
Picture a struggling writer in 

your head.  Draw a picture of 

that struggling writer.  Use 

symbols and words to represent 

the challenges he or she faces.
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The Write Fix:

An Intervention for 

Writing
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Why do we need a writing intervention?

• Numerous research-based interventions available for 

reading but few (if any) for writing

• Support needed for students who are proficient in 

reading but struggle in writing

• Capitalize on the reciprocal nature of reading and 

writing

• Higher writing expectations due to CCSS
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Research Base
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Writing today is not 

a frill for the few, 

but an essential 

skill for the many.

– The National Commission on 

Writing for America’s Families, 

Schools, and Colleges
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10.  Draw, then 

write to stimulate 

the creative right 

side of the brain.   
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9. Explicitly connect writing to 

the real world.
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8. Don’t bleed all over their papers. Require a 

set number of changes, then enlist an “assistant.”
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7. Share lots of 

examples of 

good writing.
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6. Break it down into manageable chunks.
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5. Tap into technology: typing, voice 

recognition, or apps.
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4. Find fun tools: gel pens, scented markers, 

scrapbook paper, etc.
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3. Capitalize on collaboration.

baburke@aacrc.net 16



2.  Topics 

matter.  

Offer choices 

of subjects 

that interest 

them.
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1.  Celebrate success!
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Lessons for 

Reluctant and 

Struggling Writers
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Write Fix Student Profile

• Teacher concerns about classroom progress in 

writing

• Reading performance not significantly below 

grade level expectations

• “Bubble” student on standardized tests (not 

Basic)
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What needs did teachers identify?

• Spelling!

• Editing and grammar

• Staying on topic

• Answering a prompt or question

• Completing tasks in time limits
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Write Fix Lesson Format

Spelling/

Word Study*
5 minutes

Reading Like an Author 5-10 minutes

Modeled and 

Guided Writing
15-25 minutes

Student Sharing 5 minutes
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The Gradual Release of Responsibility
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Spelling

• Focus on word families and commonly 

misspelled words

• Write on whiteboard to integrate large motor 

skills 

• Say, stretch, & write words

• Write words 5 times fast
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Reading Like an Author

• Explicitly connect the dots between reading and 

writing

• Emphasize author’s craft in read-alouds

–What did the author do to hook your attention?

–How did the author organize the text?

–What words and/or phrases caught your interest?

• Close reading of texts for emulating or research 
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Modeled and Guided Writing

• You have to write too!

• Use a think-aloud to show writer’s angst

• Model and guide in small chunks

• Step in and provide support as needed

• Write for specific goals:

– Extended Writing Pieces

– On Demand Writing

– Text Dependent Questions
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Sharing

• Make time for students to discuss their 

writing every day

• Model how to provide positive feedback as 

well as make suggestions
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Teaching Narrative Writing

Mentor 

Text

Mentor 

Dog
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Each day = 30-45 minutes

Read Aloud the mentor 

text or a portion each day

Model using Think-Aloud in 

small chunks

Then guide students each day
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Mini-Lessons

Every other day—switch between editing and revising

Editing Mini-Lessons 
(3-5 minutes)

• Focus on one or more editing 
skill(s)—capitalization, 
punctuation, grammar, usage, 
spelling

• Have pairs or group quickly edit

• DO NOT have students recopy 
sentences

• Debrief or discuss

Revising Mini-Lessons 
(5-8 minutes)

• Identify & explain concept/skill

• Show non-example (weak writing 
sample)

• Show example (revised writing 
sample)

• Model and guide in applying 
skill

• Debrief or discuss
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WEAK WRITING EXAMPLE
You walk into the playroom.  There are lots of toys on the floor. 

Revision Mini Lesson: Sensory Details

REVISED WRITING EXAMPLE
As you step into the playroom, you notice that the entire 
floor is covered with Legos. You take a deep breath and 
realize that it smells like baby powder. There is a tall 
bookcase filled from floor to ceiling with board games like 
Clue and Monopoly.  You move into the room and step on a 
Lego... "Ouch!" you exclaim as you roll your eyes.   

Good writers include vivid words that appeal to the 

senses: sights, sounds, smells, feelings, and tastes.
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Teaching Informative/Explanatory Writing
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BEGIN with an 

On Demand 

writing prompt

Closely  read 

several texts to 

find specific 

information to 

strengthen 

writing

Don’t forget some 

time for sharing!
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Teaching Opinion Writing

Highly 

motivating 

topic that 

students 

have an 

opinion 

about
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Sample Opinion Writing Weekly PlanClosely  read 

several articles to 

provide specific 

reasons and  

support for 

opinion

Share the Write Fix 

Rubric with 

students before 

they write and have 

them self assess
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We cannot teach 

writing well unless we 

trust that there is a 

real, human

reason to write.

Lucy Calkins, 1994
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Pick a Path:
The Museum Adventure Unit

• Modeled after “Choose Your Own Adventure” 

series and lesson on ReadWriteThink.org 

• Incorporates narrative text structure with 

informative details

• Infuses writing to source
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Pick a Path:
The Museum Adventure Unit

• Group creates collaborative, interactive story

• Students work in pairs to research a story 

based in an exhibit in a museum

• Each section includes specific, content related 

details, an imaginative storyline

and multiple endings
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Maryland School Assessment

Grades 4 and 5
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Maryland School Assessment & Stanford—

Grade 3
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2012-13 Data
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Write Fix Benefits

After the program, Write Fix Students:

• Wrote much more willingly

• Were excited about their writing

• Improved spelling on tests and within writing contexts

• Demonstrated a greater understanding of the writing 

process and strategies

• Established a clearer focus in their writing
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Implementing Write Fix

• Begin with an On Demand narrative writing 
sample.

• Survey students to determine their interests.

• Select one or two units for short term 

intervention.

• Write with your students!
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